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SADBERGE PARISH COUNCIL 

 
Minutes of the Annual Meeting held at 7 p.m. on Wednesday 9th May 
2017 in Sadberge Village Hall 

Present: Councillors Tate, Best, Heath and Lazenby. 

In attendance: Alastair Mackenzie – Clerk 

1. Election of Chair and Vice-Chair 

1.1 Councillor Tate was elected as Chair of the Parish Council for the coming year. 

1.2 Councillor Heath was elected as Vice-Chair. 

1.3 Councillors Tate and Heath signed their Declarations of Acceptance of Office. 

2. Apologies 

Apologies were accepted from Councillors Heywood, Schott and Smith and the reasons for their 
absence were approved. 

Apologies were received from Ward Councillors Brian Jones and Doris Jones. 

3. Declarations of interest in items on the agenda  

There were no declarations of interest in items on the agenda. 

4. Minutes of the previous meetings 

4.1 The minutes of the meeting on 4-Apr-2017 were agreed to be a true record of the meeting. 

4.2 The minutes of the meeting on 21-Apr-2017 should have recorded that the Councillors present 
were, Tate, Heath, Lazenby and Smith.  Also, item 3.7 should have said that “the Parish Council 
has no objection to the Sedberge Anglo Saxon Farmers attaching signs to the fences at the north 
and south ends of Hampass”.  With these corrections, the minutes were agreed to be a true 
record of the meeting. 

5. Sadberge Parish Meeting 

The Parish Council noted the discussions on the following subjects that had taken place during the 
Sadberge Parish Meeting:- 

5.1 Potential development in and near Sadberge. 

5.2 Wind farms near Sadberge. 

5.3 Sadberge Summer Festival. 

5.4 Community events. 

6. Matters arising from previous meetings 

6.1 The Clerk has obtained paint for the bus shelter on Middleton Road. 

6.2 The Parish Council noted the plans to install plaques to mark points of interest along the 
proposed new History Trail. 

6.3 It was reported that Darlington Borough Council is making slow progress on the new Darlington 
Local Plan. 

6.4 There was no news about the churchyard wall along West Row. 

6.5 There was no news about road sweeping in Sadberge. 

6.6 The Clerk has obtained a stencil and paint for the “Clean it up” signs on pavements. 
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6.7 It was agreed that the relevant section of pavement should be brushed before each sign is applied.
 ACTION:  A Mackenzie 

6.8 Darlington Borough Council’s Environmental Protection Officer has served a Community Protection 
Warning notice on the person who is operating a dog breeding facility adjacent to Hill House Lane to 
the north of Sadberge. 

6.9 There was no news about the new village hall lease. 

6.10 The Farm Watch meeting on Thursday 6-Apr-2017 was well attended. 

6.11 There was no news about social media. 

7. Hampass – Lease, self-seeded trees and polytunnel 

7.1 The lease agreement is being drawn up. 

7.2 The Clerk is getting quotes for the tree works. 

7.3 The Parish Council delegated to the Clerk the authority to get the trees work done provided that the 
cost is within the specified budget. ACTION:  A Mackenzie 

7.4 The Parish Council delegated to the Clerk to the authority to grant the Sedberg Anglo Saxon 
Farmers the previously-discussed Tenancy at Will once the tree works are complete. 
 ACTION:  A Mackenzie 

8. Grass cutting 

8.1 The Parish Council discussed the possibility of buying a grass cutting machine that volunteers could 
use on the various parts of the village green.  The following points were made during the discussion:- 

 The practicalities would need to be thought through.  Training of the volunteers.  Legal 
liabilities. 

 An alternative to using volunteers would be to employ an odd job person. 

8.2 It was agreed to consider the options and discuss the idea again at a future meeting. 

9. Village of the Year competition 

It was decided not to enter Sadberge for the Village of the Year competition being organised by Channel 4 
Television. 

10. Community composting facility 

Councillor Schott had submitted a quote for repairing and improving the community composting facility.  It 
was decided to accept the quote and ask him to go ahead with the work. 
 ACTION:  A Mackenzie 

11. Seat around the oak tree in the centre of the village 

Councillor Schott and the Clerk have inspected the tree and concluded that the bench needs to have an 
internal diameter of 135 cm.  The Clerk will contact Treebench to find out if it is possible to obtain a 
wooden bench of this size. ACTION:  A Mackenzie 

It was agreed that this matter needs to be progressed as a matter of urgency. 

12. Collaboration between village organisations 

It was agreed to defer discussion of this subject until a future meeting. 

13. Fly tipping 

There was no news about fly tipping in or near Sadberge. 

14. Accounts and Annual Report for 2015-16 

14.1 The Parish Council approved the updated Register of Assets (dated 3-May-2017).  
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14.2 The Parish Council considered the Internal Auditor’s report on the 2016-17 financial year.  The 
Internal Auditor, Megan Myszka, noted some discrepancies with the accounts, but her conclusion is 
that the processes and practices followed by the Clerk have resulted in adequate annual accounts.  
She made the following suggestions:- 

 Write an Expense policy to stipulate the process to be used by the Clerk to avoid any ambiguity for 
under/over claims to the Parish Council and deadlines for the claims. 

The Internal Auditor will provide an example expenses policy for the Parish Council’s 
consideration. ACTION:  Megan Myszka 

 Create Clerk procedures in case of Clerk unavailability.  Once written there needs to be a 
procedure review process implemented, similar to the risk register review process. 

The Clerk has an existing action to prepare notes on matters that are specific to Sadberge Parish 
Council, including a checklist of what needs to be done when, but will not attempt to duplicate the 
basic knowledge included in the Working With Your Council course. 
 ACTION:  A Mackenzie 

14.3 The Parish Council approved the accounts for the year ended 31-Mar-2017. 

14.4 The Parish Council approved the following answers to the statements in the Annual Governance 
Statement in Seciton 1 of the Annual Return for the year ended 31

st
 March 2017:- 

 Statements 1 – 6 Yes 

 Statement 7 No 

 Statement 8 Yes 

 Statement 9 N/A 

The answer to statement 7 is “No” because the Clerk has not yet written Clerk procedures as 
recommended by the Internal Auditor. 

14.5 The Parish Council approved the Accounting Statements in Section 2 of the Annual Report for the 
year ended 31-Mar-2017. 

14.6 The arrangements for making the accounting records available for inspection between 16-Jun-2017 
and 27-Jul-2017 were agreed. ACTION:  A Mackenzie 

15. Insurance 

15.1 The Parish Council noted that Zurich has refunded the additional insurance premium for the 2016 
Bonfire Night event. 

15.2 The Clerk had obtained two quotes for the Parish Council’s insurance for the year commencing 
1-Jun-2017.  The Parish Council decided to accept the quote from Came & Company, and approved 
the payment of the insurance premium (£294.74). 

16. Cleveland Local Councils Association (CLCA) 

The Parish Council decided to renew its membership of the CLCA, and approved the payment of the 
2017-18 subscription (£116.33). 

17. Payments 

The Parish Council approved the following payments:- 

 Paint for the bus shelter on Middleton Road £44.78 

 Stencil and paint for the “Clean it up” signs on pavements £25.79 

18. Correspondence 

The Parish Council noted the following correspondence:- 

 Request for a donation to Butterwick House. 

19. Agenda items for the next meeting  

No agenda items were proposed for the next meeting. 
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20. Date of the next meeting  

The next meeting of Sadberge Parish Council will be held at in Sadberge Village Hall at 7 p.m. on 
Tuesday 27-Jun-2016. 

Alastair Mackenzie 
Clerk to Sadberge Parish Council 

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 9
th
 MAY 2017. 

I hereby certify that these minutes are a true record of the meeting. 

 
Signed:  Councillor L Tate ____________________________  Date _____________ 


